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Volunteer Blog Donate

 

Some Of Our Amazing Community Partners
We are incredibly grateful to our community partners. Alongside our individual donors and dedicated
volunteers, your generosity makes it possible for us to continue offering free, life-changing programs that build
workforce skills and strengthen our community. Because of you, doors are opened, opportunities grow, and
lives are changed every day. Thank you!

$100,000+
Indiana Department of Workforce Development

Foellinger Foundation

$50,000+
Comcast

$20,000+
Ambassador Enterprises

American Electric Power Foundation
Ardelle and Theresa Glaze Foundation

English Bonter Mitchell Foundation
Lincoln Financial Foundation

St. Joseph Community Health Foundation
The McMillen Foundation

$10,000+
Dollar General Literacy Foundation

Dr. Louis and Anne B. Schneider Foundation
Edward Wilson Foundation
Rifkin Family Foundation

The Journal Gazette Foundation
Wells County Foundation

$5,000+
BAE Systems

City of Fort Wayne
Community Foundation of Greater Fort Wayne
Don and Virginia Wolf Charitable Foundation

M.E. Raker Foundation
Parkview Health

ProLiteracy
Prophet Sisters Foundation

$2,500+
3Rivers Credit Union Foundation

Adams County Community Foundation
Howard P. Arnold Foundation

Indiana Arts Commission
McComb Family Foundation

Old National Bank
Rudolph Family Foundation

 

Student Spotlight: Paul

After leaving high school, Paul knew he had to make a change for
his future. Through The Literacy Alliance’s Project Graduate

program, he rebuilt his confidence, found support, and worked
toward a goal he once thought was out of reach. Read Paul’s full

story and see what’s possible on The Literacy Alliance blog.

 

Now Hiring: Development Coordinator

We’re looking for a development coordinator to join our team and
help advance our mission through strong donor relationships and
effective fundraising support.

This role manages donor data, supports fundraising campaigns
and events, and works closely with our board and staff to
strengthen donor cultivation, stewardship, and community
engagement.

If you’re passionate about mission driven work and making a
lasting impact in our community, we’d love to hear from you.

Learn more and apply at literacyalliance.org/jobs.

 

Juliana Bengs, 
Associate Director of

Workforce Development

Workforce Development in Action
Since joining The Literacy Alliance in late October, Juliana has focused on getting
to know students and learning what brought them to TLA and where they hope to
go next. In her short time with the organization, she has met with more than 60
students, led career workshops, supported résumé and job application
development, and joined students on visits to local colleges. What matters most
to Juliana is building genuine connections and helping students feel confident as
they take their next steps. She looks forward to continuing to support students as
they work toward their educational and career goals in 2026.

 

Save The Date, Saturday, May 2, 2026
Join us for an exclusive evening inside the Main Library after dark,
where stories, community, and connection take center stage. Expect
great food, drinks, behind-the-scenes moments, and the kind of
atmosphere you only get when the library closes to the public and
opens just for you.

This one-of-a-kind night brings together community leaders and
champions of literacy and workforce development, with proceeds
supporting The Literacy Alliance and Friends of the Library.

More details coming soon. Trust us—you’ll want to be there.

 

Project Reads Book of the Month
Perkin's Perfect Purple: How a Boy Created Color with
Chemistry by Tami Lewis Brown (Author), Debbie Loren Dunn
(Author), Francesca Sanna (Illustrator)

In celebration of February 7, National Periodic Table Day, this
month’s Project Reads Book of the Month is Perkin’s Perfect
Purple. The book tells the true story of William Henry Perkin, a
young chemist who accidentally changed the world of color.

For centuries, purple dye was rare, expensive, and notoriously
unpleasant to make. That all changed in 1856 when Perkin, while
experimenting with a possible malaria cure, discovered a vibrant
synthetic purple instead. His breakthrough helped launch modern
chemistry and paved the way for advances like canned food and
chemotherapy.

Get Your Copy Here 

 

Habitat Libraries
Since 2007, The Literacy Alliance has partnered with Habitat for
Humanity to ensure that every new house becomes a home filled with
stories. Through our Habitat Libraries program, we provide a startup
family library to every new homeowner at their home dedication.

Access to quality books at home is a game changer. It allows parents to
serve as reading role models and helps children foster a lifelong love of
learning that extends far beyond the classroom.

Give the Gift of Reading

 

Partner with The Literacy
Alliance to Support Your Clients!
 

Are you working with individuals who need a fresh
start through education?

The Literacy Alliance offers free high school
equivalency (HSE/GED) prep, English language
learning, and a dedicated GED testing center. We
would love to host your team for a tour or visit your
office for a brief presentation.

To coordinate a referral or a staff visit, please reach out
to Mike Jackson, Outreach Coordinator, at:

 (260) 423-0006
 mike@literacyalliance.org

Together, we can empower individuals through literacy
and education. Let’s make a difference—one referral at
a time!

Community Resources
 

The Literacy Alliance's Community Resources section
connects you to job opportunities, financial aid,
continuing education, housing assistance, legal support,
healthcare, and more—all in one place.

We update it regularly, so if you haven’t checked it out
yet (or it’s been a while), now’s the time! Click the button
to explore resources that can make a difference today.

Visit the Community Page

 

Literacy Changes Lives. Our mission is to empower
people and strengthen community through

education.

You Can Help 
Volunteer

Refer a Student
Donate Today

Office Hours
Monday-Friday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm

1005 W. Rudisill Blvd., Suite 307
Fort Wayne, IN 46807
260-426-7323 | Email

2023-2024 Impact Report

Melinda Haines
Chief Executive Officer

Matt Wire
Chief Marketing and Communications Officer

Shubitha Kever
Director of Operations

Deb Dutton
Project Reads Program Director

Laura Woodfill
Associate Director of Development

Juliana Bengs
Associate Director of Workforce Development

Mike Jackson
Outreach Coordinator

Nikki Minarik
Volunteer and Event Coordinator

Brian Thomas
Administrative Coordinator

Drew Herendeen
Administrative Coordinator

Click here to see the entire TLA team.

2025-26 Board of Directors
Isabel Nuñez, Chair

Purdue University Fort Wayne

Michaela Baldwin, Vice Chair
Legends Global Merchandise

Luke Mungovan, Treasurer
Lake City Bank

Tammy Allen, Secretary
The Rescue Mission

 
Corey Porter, Past Chair 

Lincoln Financial Group
 

 Susan Baier
Allen County Public Library

Ben Bailey
Barrett McNagny

Kara Densmore 
Old National Bank

Ron Duchovic
Retired Educator

Teresa Knoblauch
East Allen County Schools

Fred McKissack
Fort Wayne Journal Gazette

State Representative Kyle Miller
Kekionga Bookkeeping Services

Sharon Tubbs
HealthVisions Midwest of Fort Wayne

Tim VanHouten
Fort Wayne Metals

Carla Butts, Board Intern
Doden Legacy Office

Melinda Haines, Ex Officio
The Literacy Alliance

Support us through our Amazon
Wish List! Help offset the cost of
supplies by purchasing needed

items. The list is updated regularly,
so check back often!

Planned Giving
Join us today. Together, we can write

a future where everyone has the
opportunity to succeed.

Shop and Give
Effortless giving! Log into your

Kroger account, search for THE
LITERACY ALLIANCE (or EC246),

and click Enroll.

Amazon Wish List Planned Giving Log into Kroger

{{Disclaimer}}
The Literacy Alliance
1005 W. Rudisill Blvd.

Suite 307
Fort Wayne, IN 46807

United States

If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please (Unsubscribing is not
supported in previews).
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