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Adult education plans to gel awards
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education providers being
recognized are Fort Wayne
Community Schools, the
Grant  Regional Career
Center in Marion, and the
Impact Institute, which is
based in Kendallville but
Serves a six-county area, ac-
cording to the state.

“These programs are the
best of the best and help set
the bar for high-achieving
(adult education) provid-
ers,” Lindsay Lindsey, chief
of marketing and communi-
cations for Workforce Devel-
opment, said through email.

Region 3 includes Allen,
Adams, DeKalb, Grant,
Huntington, LaGrange,
Steuben, MNoble, Wabash,
Wells and Whitley counties.

Statewide, more than
25,000 students were en-
rolled in Indiana Adult Ed-
ucation in the past program
vear. according to Work-
force Development.

FWCS  is  “incredibly
proud to receive this desig-
nation for the second year
in a row, and it's truly a
testament to the dedication
of our teachers and staff,”
Lonnie Heck, manager,
continuing education for

every challenge, and foster-
ing hope is the heart of our
program’s success.”

In the past vear, FWCS
has assisted more than 1,000
people through its various
programs. That includes
about 600 students enrolled
in the High School Equiva-
lency program, and nearly
200 earning a diploma.

Heck also said more than
400 adults participated in
the English learning courses
FWCS offers and another
100 have successfully ob-
tained job certifications.

The program of excel-
lence designation, Heck
said, reflects “not just the
numbers, but the meaning-
ful impact we are making in
the lives of our students and
their families as they work
toward brighter futures. It's
an honor to serve our com-
munity in this way.”

The Literacy Alliance has
helped dozens check earn
their high school equivalen-
cy diploma, similar to what
used to be called a GED, as
well as connect adults with
others 1o assist in career de-
velopment.

The U.S. Department

the alliance said in a news
release. Having that creden-
tial also provides access 1o
postsecondary  education
or training, which further
increases employment and
economic opportunities.

Melinda Haines, the Lit-
eracy Alliance CEO. earli-
er this month credited the
excellence designation to
having “an amazing team ol
educators.” She said the in-
struction they provide helps
empower adult learners to
improve personally and pro-
fessionally.

Adams™ full-time job is
as a line cook at Sycamore
Hills Golf Club. The part-
time job is as a lab tech at
Ivy Tech., where she works
in the culinary department
and handles various tasks
including classroom setup.

She earned her high
school equivalency after a
series of classes through The
Literacy Alliance and taking
the test. After she gets her
next two associate degrees
in baking and pastry arts,
Adams envisions pursuing a
bachelor's degree.

A passion for cooking
runs in the family. Ad-

who won a "Best Cheese-
burgers” recognition from a
national publication.

“There’s a competitive-
ness in our family, so I've
always had to rise above
them,” Adams said. “It's a
playful competitiveness.”

Adams is from St. Louis,
but as a teenage mom moved
to Fort Wayne because her
dad was here.

She’s now 40 with chil-
dren ages 23, 18 and 16. Ad-
ams said when she decided
to pursue her high school
equivalency diploma, she
had strong support.

In completing the culi-
nary associate degree, Ad-
ams had a 4.0 GPA and said
she also received an award
of excellence, given to the
top students in the Fort
Wayne-Warsaw area,

Staff at The Literacy Al-
liance and Ivy Tech were
“amazing.” she said. “I had
no faith in myself.,”

Amy Watson of Decatur
had a similar experience.
She got pregnant her senior
year of high school.

“1 was constantly sick,
and so | ended up dropping
out,” Watson, 36, said in

time as as-
sistant man-
ager al JI's,
a gas station
and conve-
nience store.
She's been there for about
three years.

The owner of the busi-
ness knew Watson was inter-
ested in completing the high
school education work - she
had tried before unsuccess-
fully - and helped get her
connected to The Literacy
Alliance,

“The first time 1 tried, 1
just didn't have that drive. It
was like, I'm still young and
I can go back later and get
it,” Watson said.

“It was hard work. I'm
not going to lie,” she said,
“but I think I had more sup-
porters, family and friends.”

Watson started her high
school equivalency classes
in August 2023, spending
three hours in class three
times a week, and complet-
ed them by January this
year.

She has since earned a
phlebotomy  certification
through Fort Wayne Com-
munity Schools and would

ing that's worth the drive to
Fort Wayne because every-
thing ['ve seen there is what
| make currently,” Watson
said. “My dream job would
be with the Red Cross.”

Watson had three chil-
dren, all of whom were ad-
opted.

Today, she’s married,
and still thinking about ex-
panding her professional
prospects through more ed-
ucation.

Eventually, Watson said
she may consider becoming
a registered nurse. She’'d be
interested in transcribing
files from a physician or
emergency room into the
medical terminology and
codes.

The academic achieve-
ments so far have been “a
big confidence booster,”
Watson said.

“I believe more in myself
now than I did back then;
more self-esteem instead of
just settling,” she said. “I'm
becoming the person that |
feel like I'm supposed to be:
an independent person who
can stand on her own (wo
feet and help people.”
lisagreeni@jg.net



