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Mission
The Literacy Alliance strives to end illiteracy by teaching adults through learning 
centers, literacy programs and tutoring services that empower individuals to 
succeed at work, at home and in the community.

Student Spotlight: Resamoo
Resamoo came to The Literacy Alliance 
to learn English. There is a location 
close to her house, which makes it 
easy to continue her studies. When she 
came to TLA, she was not a confident 
English speaker. Driven by a love of 
learning, Resamoo often comes to class 
tired after a full day of work, but her 
hard work is paying off. “I come to class 
to learn more English. I want to speak 
more, I know it’s not perfect, but to 
be better is what I want. I also want to 
show my children that we need to work 
hard. I’m working and come to school 
in the evenings, even when I’m tired. I want them to do that too, work hard. I 
would also like to finish my HSE. I don’t know how long it’ll take because I’m 
not studying as much, but as long as TLA continues, I will come to class.”

Want to earn your HSE? Let’s talk! Call today (260) 426-7323 or visit 
fwliteracyalliance.org to learn more.

Volunteer Spotlight: Patrick
Patrick learned of The Literacy Alliance while attending Concordia Theological 
Seminary. Having never worked with a group like TLA, he quickly realized how much 
value and care the TLA teachers show their students. Patrick found the diversity 
of students in the program inspiring. “I met a lot of great individuals enrolled in 
the programs, and despite coming from a wide variety of backgrounds, our class 
developed a sense of community as we all worked together to help each other 
succeed. We even elected one of the student’s pet lizards as our class mascot (yay, 
Toothless!); that was pretty sweet!” 

Patrick recently graduated from Concordia Theological Seminary and will be moving 
the family west to pursue his vocation. Thank you, Patrick, for your time and for 
making a positive impact on your community! 

Have some time to share your knowledge and experience? Let’s talk! Call today (260) 
426-7323 or visit fwliteracyalliance.org to learn more.

1005 W. Rudisill Blvd., Suite 307
Fort Wane, Indiana 46807
fwliteracyalliance.org
P (260) 426-7323
F (260) 424-0371

Visit our new website!
fwliteracyalliance.org
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Social Media
Did you know you can follow The 
Literacy Alliance on social media? 
We like to share stories about our 
students, volunteers and staff. 

Share and post to our social media to 
show your support for adult literacy in 
Fort Wayne

Organizational Supporters
The following have provided  

financial support to TLA this fiscal 
year. We greatly appreciate their 

ongoing dedication to our mission. 
Thank you!

Allen County Christmas Bureau 
American Electric Power 

AWS Foundation 
Business People Magazine 

City of Fort Wayne 
Community Foundation  

of Greater Fort Wayne 
Dollar General Literacy Foundation 

Don R. Fruchey, Inc. 
East Allen County Schools 

English Bonter Mitchell Foundation 
Foellinger Foundation 

Fort Wayne Metals  
Research Product Corp. 

Glenbrook Automotive Group 
Half Price Books Community Services 

Horizon Bank 
Kroger Rewards 

Lincoln Financial Foundation 
M. E. Raker Foundation

Magee-O’Connor Foundation, Inc.
Northeast Indiana Works 

Ottenweller Company, Inc. 
Petroleum Traders Corporation 

Physicians Health Plan 
Prophet Sisters Foundation 

Psi Iota Xi Pi Chapter 
Psi Iota Xi Theta Theta Chapter 

 Rifkin Family Foundation 
Riverside Mfg., LLC 

Rothberg Logan Warsco 
Star Financial Bank 
Sweetwater Sound 

The GoodCoin Foundation  
(Target Circle) 

Wolf Corporation 
Horizons Bank

Changing Lives  
Through Literacy
The problems of adult illiteracy 
reach everyone. Increased literacy 
leads to decreased crime rates and 
unemployment/underemployment, 
and improves self-sufficiency  
and dignity.

You Can Help
• Volunteer
• Refer a student
• Donate today

The Literacy Alliance of Fort Wayne

The Literacy Alliance

The Literacy Alliance

@FWliteracy

fwliteracyalliance

fwliteracyalliance.org

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are grateful for the following 
organizations that provided in-kind services to TLA this quarter:

• Blue Jacket Inc. for cleaning and sanitizing our office and classroom (funded 
by Foellinger Foundation)

• NeighborLink for creating a video about our response to COVID-19 (funded 
by Foellinger Foundation)

• David Bennett for consulting services received in conjunction with our 
Paycheck Protection Program loan (funded by Foellinger Foundation)

• Fort Wayne Newspapers for their Matching Grant Program making it 
possible to create an ad campaign in the Fort Wayne Journal Gazette and 
Fort Wayne Magazine

• The state of Indiana for its supply of PPE, including hand sanitizer, face 
masks and face shields

Message from Melinda
Like everyone in our community, The Literacy Alliance 
has experienced unique challenges since mid-March, but 
I’m pleased to tell you that our staff and students have 
risen to the challenge. Our teachers and site coordinators 
pivoted within days to reaching and teaching online 100%, 
something TLA did not do until the pandemic.  Our staff 
worked from home and maintained their regular schedules, 
learning new communication techniques. Our volunteers 
continued tutoring students to make sure they could stay 
on track. 

We learned that while in-person teaching is what we do best, there are students 
who will thrive in an online setting, so we plan to continue teaching virtually even 
after we resume in-person classes in mid-June. We also learned that many of 
our students do not have access to a computer at home and had to join virtual 
classes via cell phone, which while possible, is not optimum. To help these 
students, we reached out to the community via Giving Tuesday Now, and to 
local foundations for support in purchasing a library of 33 new Chromebooks 
that will be available for students to use at home while they are studying with 
us. We appreciate the many individual donors, Psi Iota Xi Theta Theta Chapter 
and emergency funds granted to us via AWS Foundation and the Community 
Foundation of Greater Fort Wayne to secure these computers. What a difference 
it will make for our students!

Laughs for Literacy, which is normally held in September, will shift to spring 
2021, but be on the lookout for a late-summer virtual event that will help us raise 
funds that are needed to further TLA’s mission. We expect that the pandemic 
and resulting increased levels of unemployment will lead to many more 
students needing our services. If you know of a potential student or volunteer, 
please send them our way by calling (260) 426-7323 or visiting our website at 
fwliteracyalliance.org.

Thank you for all you continue to do in support of The Literacy Alliance!

Melinda Haines
CEO

Introducing Matt Wire
The Literacy Alliance has named Matt Wire as director of 
communications.

“All of us at TLA are so excited to welcome Matt to our 
organization,” says Melinda Haines, CEO. “We have an  
amazing story to tell our community and Matt has the skills 
and background to make that happen. He rose to the top  
of our applicant pool very quickly and I’m confident that he 
will make an immediate and important difference at The 
Literacy Alliance.”

Matt joins The Literacy Alliance from PHP in Fort Wayne. His previous 
professional experience includes serving as the senior art director for a local 
manufacturing company and owning a marketing and communications company 
for nearly 20 years. Matt is a self-described marketing/communications geek, 
with a passion for reading and cooking, and a fondness for good Irish whiskey.  

Matt says, “This opportunity with The Literacy Alliance is a win-win, as it  
allows me to use my skills and passion to make a direct positive impact on  
our community.”

Congratulations to TLA’s 2020 Graduates!

Matt Wire
Director of 
Communications

In cap and gown, TLA graduates from left to right -Top row: Christal Woods,  Taryn Woodward, Steve 
Marquart, Keyondra Harris Middle row: Sanjay Rai, Kevin Amaya-Miranda, Christal Woods Bottom 
row: Maria Murillo, Steve Marquart, Stephanie Weaver


